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SELECTIONS FROM ADDRESSES 

AT THE LATE ANNIVERSARY OF THE LONDON PEACE SOCIETY. 

Rev. J. Stock. — Success op the Peace Movement. — I have been re- 
peatedly asked, what good has the Peace Society done ; or, what good can 
it, from the nature of things, do? Some have even ventured to assert that 
its existence, as a separate and distinct organization, is absolutely unneces- 
sary and absurd, Sir, we consider that we are called upon to band our- 
selves together in this holy enterprise, not merely on account of the enor- 
mity of the evil which we seek to remove, but because of the existence of a 
lamentable blindness on the part of government with respect to the true 
interests of nations — and because of the apathy and indifference of professing 
Christians themselves to the true nature and extent of the meekness and 
forbearance required in the gospel of peace. 

With respect to the success you have achieved, I am persuaded you are 
not aware of the good you have done in various parts of our land, in having 
widely diffused a sound public sentiment, on the inherent and essential 
sinfulness of all war. You have brought out plain and numerous important 
passages of Scripture, previously obscured by long-established usage ; and 
you have shown that principles which should regulate the conduct of indi- 
viduals, should also govern the proceedings of communities; you have 
shown that a large body of men had no more right to inflict retaliatory injury 
upon another large body, than has one individual upon another. And you 
have done this by means in perfect agreement with the magnificent object 
you contemplate. The means have been moral and pacific ; you have sent 
out your lecturers ; you have distributed your tracts ; you have laid your 
memorials before government; and, in some instances, they have been 
placed at the feet of sovereigns, and they have received from them marked 
and respectful attention. 1 am persuaded we have much to cheer us this 
evening — much to encourage us in this glorious work. You have begun to 
remove the ponderous foundation of error and prejudice upon which the 
gloomy superstructure of war has been reared ; and, though the mass which 
you have to remove be large, and though it will require much patient effort 
ere it be altogether dug out, be assured your present efforts will hasten on 
the consummation you desire ; and though, perhaps, during our lives it may 
not attain full and perfect success, yet it will be our consolation in the dying 
hour to know that we have done what we could. We shall leave the work 
in an advanced stage to a future generation ; and as we survey, from our 
elevation of glory, the onward progress and ultimate perfect triumph of this 
benevolent cause with which we had identified ourselves when on earth, 
methinks the stream of heavenly blessedness will roll the deeper and the 
wider. 

Obstacles to Success. — Let us not forget, that in estimating the amount 
of success we have achieved, we must not lose sight of the difficulties with 
which we have to contend. The first great difficulty arises out of the inhe- 
rent and universal depravity of the heart of man, the source of all retaliation 
and revenge. There is another hindrance. I allude to the vested interests 
which are concerned in the maintenance of the system we seek to annihilate. 
A standing army is a vastly convenient thing for a government, and an 
aristocracy. It affords the former many very pretty opportunities of reward- 
ing old and faithful adherents; and it is also very convenient for the latter, 
inasmuch as it affords occasions for finding snug berths for their younger 
sons. Now it is not to be expected that these gentlemen will speedily join 
tts in our movements ; on the contrary, we must expect to have, as we have 
already had, their most furious and determined opposition. 

But my mind has been growingly impressed with this one fact, — the 
greatest impediment with which we have to contend is, after all, to be found 
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in the apathy of professing Christians themselves, in the sanction which 
religion is made to give to the practices of war. Our very cathedrals are 
filled with monuments reared in honor of those who have slaughtered hun- 
dreds of their species; and, in these works of art, the angels of heaven are 
actually represented hovering around the head of the dying warrior, ready 
to waft his disembodied spirit from the blood-stained field of battle, to the 
peaceful paradise of God, as if to intimate to the mind of the beholder that 
a man cannot die a holier, a' happier or a safer death, than when in the very 
act of defying the plain, scriptural command, " I say unto you, that ye avenge 
not yourselves." And then, too, the colors of our regiments are consecra- 
ted by religious ceremonies, and that in the very face of open day ; and 
when such men as the Bishop of Calcutta — all honor to his virtues — and 
Archdeacon Wilberforce, can be found to officiate at the celebration of such 
ceremonies as these, it is impossible to conceive the disastrous, the pernicious 
influence which they must exert on the minds of men. And I do not forget, 
that the inhabitants of this country have been more than once called upon, 
and that in the very sanctuary of the Most High, and while attending to the 
hallowing and peaceful engagements of the Sabbath-day, to give God thanks 
for the slaughter of thousands whom our rulers tell us were our enemies, as 
if God could be pleased with such sacrifices. 0, it was this impious custom 
— and I can call it by no milder term — that elicited those caustic lines from 
the pen of Burns — 

" Ye hypocrites, are these your pranks, 

To murder men, and i*ie (iod thanks ? 

For shame ye, an' proceed no further — 

God won't accept your thanks for murder." 

Insensieility to the Evils of War. — I have found it during my vari- 
ous efforts in behalf of this cause, the most difficult thing in the world to get 
persons thoroughly to appreciate the extent of the misery and the wo inflict- 
ed by war upon our race. I have found that the detail of a single murder 
wiH excite feelings the most distressing in the minds of multitudes — that 
such a narrative will cause their lips to turn pale, an3 their bosoms to throb 
— but these same persons can sit down calmly to scan over the pages of a 
newspaper containing details of the slaughter of hundreds and thousands 
upon the battle-field, with comparatively little emotion. They lose sight of 
the shriek of the dying — of the moan of the wounded — of the briny tear of 
the orphan — of the heart-rending wail of the widow — of the sudden damna- 
tion of the unprepared, cut off in the midst of his career of iniquity, in the 
one thought that these miseries have been inflicted by the prowess of the 
British arms. 

These things ought not so to be. There are men in this country who 
bear the name of Christian, who exult in what is their country's guilt, and 
who experience a sensation of enthusiasm at the narration of that which, if 
they properly considered it, would drive them to their knees in prayer, with 
these words, " Lord, lay not this sin to the charge of my guilty land." It 
was my privilege, a few days since, to attend a missionary meeting in con- 
nection with another denomination than my own, held in the town in which 
I reside ; and at that meeting, I heard a missionary, lately returned from the 
East Indies, a man of acknowledged piety and good character, stand up and 
say, that it had been his lot to stand upon the walls of Seringapatam, and to 
survey the breach made in ihe walls of that almost impregnable fortress by 
the prowess of the British arms ; and that as he stood upon that spot, and 
the recollection of the past came over his mind, he could not but feel a glow 
of enthusiasm at the prowess of his countrymen, by which that glorious 
achievement (those were his words) was effected. If ever I hung down my 
head with shame, it was then. If ever 1 felt inclined to rise, and in the 
midst, of a harmonious meeting to thunder out the great principles of the 
gospel, " If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink;" 
it was then. These ate the things that hinder our onward progress. 



272 Selections from Addresses. [Nov., 

Objections to Peace. — It may not he improper briefly to allude to some 
of the objections which have been most commonly brought against the prin- 
ciples of our Society by those with whom I have come in contact. I have 
no doubt the same objections are often made elsewhere. At the close of a 
meeting held in the country, a worthy brother said, "The shortest and 
most proper way would be, to endeavor to make all men Christians, and 
then wars must cease." I admit that, if all men became Christians, and if 
every man bearing the Christian name fully carried out in his conduct the 
great principles of Christianity, war must cease. But I am not blind to the 
fact, that the very thing which hinders the onward progress of the gospel of 
Christ, is the wars of professedly Christian nations. And we must first get 
persons calling themselves by the name of Christ to desist from fighting, ere 
we can hope to make any deep and salutary impression on the minds of the 
unconverted nations of the earth. Our missionaries have gone to China, to 
Scinde, and to Afghanistan ; but other emissaries have been despatched 
from our country before them — the British armies have been there, and the 
booming of our cannon, and the rattle of our musketry, have ushered in the 
proclamation of the gospel of peace — disastrous connection of things wide 
as the poles asunder. Methinks I now hear the Chinese or the Afghans 
address a missionary thus : " Man, you tell me your God is a God of love, 
and that your Saviour is a Prince of Peace ; that the book you have in your 
hand, is a message of mercy ; then, I ask, what mean these ravaged prov- 
inces — what mean these devastated cities — what mean these heaps of slain? 
These provinces were ravaged, these cities were sacked, these slain were 
heaped, and the iron was driven into my soul, by men from your land. Go 
back, whence you came, and learn to speak the truth." 

Now, it would be very proper for the missionary to endeavor to show the 
unhappy heathen the distinction between nominal and real Christianity ; but 
it would be the most difficult thing in the world to get a heathen to under- 
stand that distinction. It is not understood among us. The world is per- 
petually charging us with inconsistency ; and, if in this land a distinction is 
so difficult to be understood by the worldling, how much less capable must 
the heathen be of comprehending it? The wars of professedly Christian 
people have built a triple wall of brass around the heart of the heathen ; 
and I am persuaded they have done more than any thing else to impede the 
onward progress of the Redeemer's triumphs. 

But I have been told again, that our principles would invite aggression, 
and lead to certain destruction. I have nothing to do with the consequences 
of obedience to the divine law ; my only concern is, my duty ascertained, to 
bend to it, simply to practise that which I know to be right, and to leave 
the result with him who gives the direction. I have read, they are well 
kept whom the Lord keeps, and when a man's ways please the Lord, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. But all experience goes 
to testify to the fact, that whenever a nation or an individual has contented 
himself with simply acting out the glorious principles of the gospel of Christ, 
God has taken charge of that individual, and has made him to feel that no 
harm can come to him that serveth Him aright. . 

It has sometimes been said that our principles would unchristianize all the 
soldiers. By no means. I believe Colonel Gardner and Colonel Burns to 
have been good men ; but their being in the army was no part of their good- 
ness ; they were there in spite of their religion ; it did not keep them there. 
All have some failing, and this was the failing of these good men. 

And then we are told that our principles are contrary to the instincts of 
our nature. They are contrary, I know, to the desires and appetites of the 
fallen heart of man ; but I am not to give myself up to the leadings of a 
deceitful and desperately wicked heart ; I am to adhere to the simple direc- 
tion of the word of the Most High. When man was in a state of innocence, 
he might lean to his own heart ; his soul contained within it the will of God, 
and the prompting of his heart led him to keep the divine law. But it is 
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not so now. Satan has inscribed his writing on the heart of man. He is a 
fallen being ; and it will not do for us to make the dictates of a corrupt and 
polluted humanity the guidance of our conduct, instead of the plain revela- 
tion of God's mind and will. 



ITEMS FOR REFLECTION. 

Burke's opinion of Standing Armies. — I know too well, and I feel as 
much as any man, how difficult it is to accommodate a standing army to a 
free constitution, or to any constitution. An armed, disciplined body is in 
its essence dangerous to liberty ; undisciplined, it is ruinous to society. 

Flogging in the Navy — testimony from experience. — In a paper 
published at Fall River, in this State, a queer but sensible little sheet, " a 
man-of-war's man " says, "We often hear abolitionists talking about the 
slaves being flogged to work, as a great abuse ; but we seldom if ever hear 
any thing about the punishments on board of our men-of-war. I have been 
several years in the service, and have served in three different ships ; and I 
can truly say, that I have seen quite as much flogging in a year on board 
the last ship, as there ever was on a Southern plantation during the same 
space of time. I have seen men (white men, I mean) flogged with the cat- 
o'-nine-tails until the blood ran down through their pantaloons, and formed 
little puddle3 on the ship's deck. This is horrid indeed, but it is true ; and 
something ought to be done to put a stop to such barbarities. I am a strong 
abolitionist ; but, while we are trying to rid our land from slavery, let us do 
something towards abolishing this system of punishment in our navy." 

Denominational Statistics in the U. S. — The following list, though 
inaccurate, and much below the truth in most cases, will yet suffice to give 
a general idea of the number of professed Christians in our country. 

Ministers. Communicants. 
Baptists, Associated Calvinistic, ----- 4,801 - - 575,801 
" Free-Will, (and licentiates) - - - 891 - - 50.688 
Orthodox Congregationalists, ..... 1^50 - - 160,000 

Episcopalians, 1 ; 222 - - 75,000 

Evangelical Lutherans, ---.---. 424 . . 146300 

Episcopal Methodists, 3,947 - -1,052,392 

Protestant Methodists, 400 - - 50,000 

Presbyterians, Associate, - 110 15,000 

• " Associate Reformed, ... - 165 - - 26,600 

" Reformed, 29 - - 4,500 

" Cumberland, 450 - - 50,000 

" Dutch Reformed, 261 - - 29,322 

" German Reformed, ... - 180 - - 30,000 

" General Assembly (Old School) 1,617 - - 159,115 

" " " (JNew School) 1,419 - - 120,645 

Total reported, 17,073 2,544,764 

Some of these statistics, we know, fall below the truth, the Baptists, for 
example, being nearer a million than 575,000 ; and we should be quite safe 
in estimating the ministers at 20,000, and the church-members at 3,000,000. 
What a host! With all their wealth, and learning, and talent, all their 
pulpits, and presses, and schools, and power of combination, and ubiquity of 
influence, how much might they do for the cause of paace ! How easy for 
them to insure the permanent peace of our country ! 

A Warrior applying Scripture. — Sir Charles Napier, one of the 
bluffiest speech-makers of the day, often " fights his battles o'er again "in 
the House of Commons, when he sets the grave legislators into roars of 
laughter. His private stories must be as rich as his parliamentary efforts. 
Here is the way the gallant hero commented upon and applied Scripture : 
"In giving an account to some friends of the attack at Acre, he praised the 
marines in particular, who acted very valiantly. ' I knew them,' said Sir 
Charles, ' to be a very pious corps, which I suppose was the reason they 



